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Have you ever wanted to work in a museum? You 
might be surprised at the number of opportunities 
they offer.

Modern day museums connect people to their 
own pasts by allowing visitors to read, watch, and 
view objects, stories, and videos that bring these 
histories to life. Museums also link people to 
each other through these common shared 
experiences and histories. Without museums, we 
would be left without a resource where anyone can 
go to learn about themselves and the world around 
them.

In this guidebook, you will find interviews 
with four different Iziko employees, each from 
different backgrounds and job titles. Explore the 
interviews, illustrations, and information about 
museums through this book.



Bradley Mottie
Iziko Social History Centre
Preventative Conservator

What is your favorite part about this job? 

Bradley: “No two days are the same. Constantly 
demanding. Constantly thinking of new, 
innovative ways. Every problem is different. 
Every exhibition is different. So you’re constantly 
evolved. Working, thinking, trying to be 
creative.”

What advice would you give to young people who 
want to become conservators? 

Bradley: “It’s actually an exciting degree. It is very 
rewarding. I would advise young people, because 
it’s a good career.”

What would you like to be doing 5-10 years from 
now?

Bradley: “Probably teaching and empowering 
other South Africans in terms of conservation.”



Janene Van Wyk
Iziko Social History Centre
Assistant Conservator

How did you get this job?

Janene: “I started as a museum attendant at the House 
Museum, housekeeping, cleaning in the museum. Then I 
was interested in the objects on open display. So 
whenever the conservator would pop around and do 
checks, I would ask her about conservation and more 
about the housekeeping inside the museum. And then 
there was a position advertised at the Social History 
Centre which would take care of objects on display, 
furniture, ceramics, and textiles, so I applied for the 
position.”

What’s your favorite part of your job?

Janene: “Everything! Everything about my job. I just love 
everything.”

What would you like to be doing 5 to 10 years from now?

Janene: “Be the head conservator at Iziko Museums!”



Tessa Davids
Iziko Social History Centre
Collections Manager

What is something you enjoy about your job?

Tessa: “Giving people access to the collection and seeing 
it bring people together who were divided for so long is 
the best part of my job. My motto regarding history is 
that it is only useful/productive and positive if one learns 
from it.”

What previous professional experiences have helped you 
succeed as a collections manager?

Tessa: “My post-grad degree in Social Sciences, 
experience, and management skills helped much. In 
my case, my training, skills, and experience in retail 
management, of all things, really helped, especially with 
museum collection audits. I am really comfortable and 
excited by large collections and managing people.”

Do you have any advice for young people who are looking 
to work in a museum or be a collections manager?

Tessa: “You must have a passion for history. There is room 
to grow, of course, so study and do training, whatever is 
offered. Systems change and update, so be sure to keep 
up.”



Ingrid Masondo
South African National Gallery
Curator of Photography & New Media

How would you describe your position? 

Ingrid: “I’m the Curator of photography and new media 
which means I look after those collections. They’re 
an interesting media because in a way they cross all 
boundaries and departments in the Gallery. It’s a bit of a 
challenging position.”

What do you enjoy about working at the National Gallery?

Ingrid: “So far it’s been working with the collections and 
doing stock take. Just getting a sense of what has been 
collected over the years. It’s already changed my view of 
the insitution.”

What advice would you give a student who is thinking 
about working in a museum? 

Ingrid: “I think first they must go spend time at the 
museum. It’s always good to get a better sense of a space 
or a person that you want to be involved with. It’s also 
never a bad idea to ask one’s self why. Why do they want 
to be there in a museum?”


